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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 066992 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 VO-03 SCA-01 CU-02 DHA-02 SCS-03 /069 R 

DRAFTED BY F.I JR/CF.:I , HEIGHT ,F,R:BJR 
APPROVED BY EUR/CE:LHEICHLER 

261754Z 127348/45 

R 252225Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
INFO USMISSION USBERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 066992 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, US, GW 
SUBJECT: LUNCH WITH ELM 


REF: STATE 61229 

1 . AT LUNCH MARCH 24 GDR CHARGE JOACHIM ELM AND EUR/CE 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR HEICHLER DISCUSSED INTER ALIA PRESENT 
STATE OF US-GDR RELATIONS. ELM INQUIRED ABOUT PROSPECTS 
FOR MORE RAPID FORWARD MOVEMENT AND AGAIN QUESTIONED US 
DELAY IN ISSUANCE OF VISAS TO TECHNICIANS. HEICHLER 
REITERATED US INTEREST IN MOVING FORWARD IN SPECIFIC AREAS 
WITH THE GDR. HOWEVER, RATE OF PROGRESS IS NOT SIMPLY 
UNILATERAL QUESTION FOR US TO DETERMINE, BUT DEPENDS ALSO 
ON WHAT GDR AUTHORITIES DO OR REFRAIN FROM DOING. IN 
THIS CONNECTION HEICHLER REITERATED OUR POSITION (REFTEL) 
THAT GDR ACTIONS AND STATEMENTS IN BERLIN INEVITABLY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 066992 

AFFECT BILATERAL RELATIONS. WHILE WE ENDEAVOR TO SEPARATE 
BERLIN MATTERS FROM US-GDR RELATIONS, EAST GERMANS MUST 
RECOGNIZE IMPORTANCE OF OUR INTERESTS IN BERLIN AND UNDER- 
STAND THAT, FOR INSTANCE, STATEMENTS ALLEGING THAT FOUR- 
POWERSTATUSAND QUADIPARTITE AGREEMENT DO NOT APPLY TO 
EAST BERLIN ARE UNACCEPTABLE TO US. GDR ACTIONS AND STATE- 
MENTS ALONG SUCH LINES ARE BOUND ADVERSELY TO AFFECT 
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US-GDR RELATIONS. 

2. HEICHLER CITED CONSULAR CONVENTION NEGOTIATIONS AS 
AREAS IN WHICH GDR COULD INITIATE MOVEMENT. WE FOUND IT 
DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND THAT NEARLY A YEAR HAD PASSED 
WITHOUT REPLY SINCE WE HAD PROVIDED GDR OUR VERSION OF 
DRAFT AGREEMENT. WHILE ELM COUNTERED THAT GDR LOOKS TO 
US TO SUGGEST COMPROMISE FORMULA TO DEAL WITH NATIONALITY 
QUESTION, HIS MANNER CLEARLY INDICATED THAT HE DID NOT 
EXPECT TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. 

3. ELM RAISED QUESTION OFHARTMANVISIT TO EAST BERLIN AND 
WAS TOLD THAT PRESENT STATE OF RELATIONS DOES NOT SEEM TO 
WARRANT VISIT AT THIS TIME. HE THEN ASKED WHETHER WE 
WOULD PREFER TO HAVE DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER GRUNERT COME 
HERE FIRST. HE WAS GIVEN SIMILAR, NON-COMMITTAL RESPONSE. 

4. ON OTHER MATTERS, HEICHLER TOLD ELM THAT WE WOULD SOON 
RESPOND REGARDING VARIOUS GDR SUGGESTIONS FOR EXPANDING 
SCOPE OF CULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND ASKED THAT GDR UNDERSTAND 
THAT USG CAN PLAY ONLY LIMITED ROLE IN ARRANGING CULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES. ELM EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING, COMMENTING THAT 
GDR AUTHORITIES DO NOT EXERCISE FULL CONTROL IN THIS FIELD, 
EITHER. HE CITED REFUSAL BY ARCHIVES TO EXHIBIT BACH 

SCORE IN US AS EXAMPLE. HEICHLER ALSO EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN 
OVER RELATIVE LACK OF PROGRESS ON HUMANITARIAN CASES AND 
PARTICULARLY RECENT GDR REFUSALS TO PERMIT EAST GERMAN 
CITIZENS TO VISIT AILING FAMILY MEMBERS IN US. 
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BERLIN BONN DATED MAR 25: 

QTE: CONFIDENTIAL BSTATE 066992 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, US, GW 
SUB J : LUNCH WITH ELM 

REF: STATE 61229 

1 . AT LUNCH MARCH 24 GDR CHARGE JOACHIM ELM AND EUR/CE 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR HEICHLER DISCUSSED INTER ALIA PRESENT 
STATE OF US-GDR RELATIONS. ELM INQUIRED ABOUT PROSPECTS 
FOR MORE RAPID FORWARD MOVEMENT AND AGAIN QUESTIONED US 
DELAY IN ISSUANCE OF VISAS TO TECHNICIANS. HEICHLER 
REITERATED US INTEREST IN MOVING FORWARD IN SPECIFIC AREAS 
WITH THE GDR. HOWEVER, RATE OF PROGRESS IS NOT SIMPLY 
UNILATERAL QUESTION FOR US TO DETERMINE, BUT DEPENDS ALSO 
ON WHAT GDR AUTHORITIES DO OR REFRAIN FROM DOING. IN 

THIS CONNECTION HEICHLER REITERATED OUR POSITION (REFTEL) 
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THAT GDR ACTIONS AND STATEMENTS IN BERLIN INEVITABLY 
AFFECT BILATERAL RELATIONS. WHILE WE ENDEAVOR TO SEPARATE 
BERLIN MATTERS FROM US-GDR RELATIONS. EAST GERMANS MUST 
RECOGNIZE IMPORTANCE OF OUR INTERESTS IN BERLIN AND UNDER- 
STAND THAT, FOR INSTANCE, STATEMENTS ALLEGING THAT FOUR- 
POERS STATUS AND QUADIPARTITE AGREEMENT DO NOT APPLY TO 
EAST BERLIN ARE UNACCEPTABLE TO US. GDR ACTIONS AND STATE- 
MENTS ALONG SUCH LINES ARE BOUND ADVERSELY TO AFFECT 
US-GDR RELATIONS. 

2. HEICHLER CITED CONSULAR CONVENTION NEGOTIATIONS AS 
AREAS IN WHICH GDR COULD INITIATE MOVEMENT. WE FOUND IT 
DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND THAT NEARLY A YEAR HAD PASSED 
WITHOUT REPLY SINCE WE HAD PROVIDED GDR OUR VERSION OF 
DRAFT AGREEMENT. WHILE ELM COUNTERED THAT GDR LOOKS TO 
US TO SUGGEST COMPROMISE FORMULA TO DEAL WITH NATIONALITY 
QUESTION.HIS MANNER CLEARLY INDICATED THAT HE DID NOT 
EXPECT TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. 

3. ELM RAISED QUESTION OF HARTMAN VISIT TO EAST BERLIN AND 
WAS TOLD THAT PRESENT STATE OF RELATIONS DOES NOT SEEM TO 
WARRANT VISIT AT THIS TIME. HE THEN ASKED WHETHER WE 
WOULD PREFER TO HAVE DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER GRUNERT COME 
HERE FIST. HE WAS GIVEN SIMILAR, NON-COMMITTAL RESPONSE. 

4. ON OTHER MATTERS, HEICHLER TOLD ELM THAT WE WOULD SOON 
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RESPOND REGARDING VARIOUS GDR SUGGESTIONS FOR EXPANDING 
SCOPE OF CULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND ASKED THAT GDR UNDERSTAND 
THAT USG CAN PLAY ONLY LIMITED ROLE IN ARRANGING CULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES. ELM EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING, COMMENTING THAT 
GDR AUTHORITIES DO NOT EXERCISE FULL CONTROL IN THIS FIELD, 
EITHER. HE CITED REFUSAL BY ARCHIVES TO EXHIBIT BACH 
SCORE IN US AS EXAMPLE. HEICHLER ALSO EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN 
OVER RELATIVE LACK OF PROGRESS ON HUMANITARIAN CASES AND 
PARTICULARLY RECENT GDR REFUSALS TO PERMIT EAST GERMAN 
CITIZENS TO VISIT AILING FAMILY MEMBERS IN US. CHRISTOPHER 
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